Redwood Primary SchoolRedwood Primary
School

Curriculum Map Year 2	  Term: Spring

	
	What will I be learning about during this unit?
	What prior learning will I bring to this unit of work?
	What new vocabulary will I learn during this unit of work?

	English
	Toys in Space
In this unit, children will explore Toys in Space by Mini Grey, using its imaginative story to inspire a range of purposeful writing. They will make predictions, create 'found' posters, write advice and record events in a space log before developing their own fantasy characters and planning and writing an extended adventure story. Throughout the unit, children will build their vocabulary, storytelling skills and confidence in writing for different purposes and audiences.
Dogger
In this unit, children will explore Dogger by Shirley Hughes through a range of reading, speaking and writing activities. They will make predictions, discuss characters' thoughts and feelings, and use evidence from the text and illustrations to make inferences. Children will sequence the key events of the story, develop descriptive vocabulary linked to toys and emotions, and explore the features of a 'LOST' poster. Through shared planning, oral rehearsal, drafting and editing, they will apply Year 2 grammar and punctuation, including expanded noun phrases, conjunctions, different sentence types and accurate punctuation, before publishing and presenting their own informative 'LOST' posters.
The Everywhere Bear
In this unit, children will explore The Everywhere Bear by Julia Donaldson, using the story to develop their reading, speaking and writing skills. They will make predictions, sequence events, and infer how characters are feeling using evidence from the text and illustrations. Children will build descriptive vocabulary and retell the bear's journey before writing for a range of purposes, such as postcards, recounts and narratives. Through planning, drafting, editing and publishing, they will apply Year 2 grammar and punctuation, including expanded noun phrases, conjunctions, different sentence types and accurate punctuation, to produce engaging and well-structured writing.
Vlad and the Florence Nightingale Adventure
In this history unit, children will learn about the lives and achievements of Vlad the Flea and Florence Nightingale. They will explore what life was like in the past, compare hospitals then and now, and discover how Florence Nightingale transformed nursing through her care, determination and commitment to improving patient health. Through stories, historical sources, role play and practical activities, children will ask and answer questions about the past, place key events in chronological order and begin to understand why Florence Nightingale remains a significant historical figure today.
Mini beast Factfiles
In this unit, children will explore a range of information texts about minibeasts to discover how non-fiction writing is organised and presented. They will learn to identify and use features such as headings, subheadings, labels, captions and fact boxes while researching different minibeasts. Children will gather and organise information before planning, drafting, editing and publishing their own fact files. Throughout the unit, they will develop their use of Year 2 grammar and punctuation, including expanded noun phrases, conjunctions, present tense and accurate punctuation, to write clear, factual and engaging non-fiction texts.
Animals at night
In this unit, children will explore Animals at Night through a range of engaging reading and writing activities. They will develop their understanding of non-fiction by researching nocturnal animals and discovering how they are adapted to life in the dark. Children will retrieve information from texts, build subject-specific vocabulary and organise facts into clear sections. Through planning, drafting, editing and publishing, they will write their own informative non-fiction texts, applying Year 2 grammar and punctuation, including expanded noun phrases, conjunctions, present tense and accurate punctuation, to communicate information clearly and effectively.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have developed their narrative writing skills through a range of stories, including traditional tales and imaginative fiction. They will know how to make predictions, answer retrieval and inference questions, sequence events, describe characters and settings, and write for different purposes, such as posters, letters and diary entries. Children will also be familiar with planning a story with a clear beginning, middle and end and using expanded noun phrases, conjunctions and accurate punctuation to make their writing engaging and coherent.

Before beginning this unit, children will have explored a range of familiar stories and will know how to make simple predictions, retell events in sequence and discuss characters and settings. They will have written simple sentences using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces, and will be beginning to use adjectives to add detail. Children will also have experience of writing for different purposes, recognising the features of simple posters and using their phonics knowledge and common exception words to write independently.



















Before beginning this unit, children will have developed an understanding of the past through their Year 1 history learning. They will know the difference between the past and the present, use simple chronological language such as before, after and long ago, and recognise that people's lives have changed over time. Children will have explored the lives of significant individuals, used photographs, artefacts and stories to learn about the past, and begun to ask and answer simple historical questions. This knowledge will prepare them to investigate the life and achievements of Florence Nightingale and understand why she is remembered today.


Before beginning this unit, children will have explored simple non-fiction texts and will know that they are written to give information. They will be familiar with features such as titles, pictures and labels and will have experience of finding facts by looking carefully at text and illustrations. Children will also have written simple factual sentences using capital letters, full stops and adjectives and will be beginning to organise their ideas into sections.





Before beginning this unit, children will have explored a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and will understand that information texts present facts about the world. They will know how to retrieve simple information, ask and answer questions about a text, and identify basic non-fiction features such as headings, labels and captions. Children will also have experience of writing factual sentences using capital letters, full stops, conjunctions and simple descriptive vocabulary, preparing them to write longer information texts independently.


	adventure, space, astronaut, galaxy, planet, rocket, alien, mysterious, owner, rescue, journey, predict, character, setting, statement, question, exclamation, command, expanded noun phrase, past tense, present tense, conjunction, because, when, if, that, and, but, comma, capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark
toy, cuddly, lost, found, owner, favourite, precious, description, feelings, worried, relieved, disappointed, excited, predict, infer, sequence, character, setting, adjective, expanded noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, conjunction, because, when, if, that, and, but.










Florence Nightingale, nurse, hospital, patient, Crimean War, lamp, care, kindness, hygiene, cleanliness, medicine, treatment, wounded, soldier, historical source, past, present, chronology, timeline, significant, compare, evidence, artefact, change, improvement, legacy.


Minibeast, insect, habitat, lifecycle, antennae, thorax, abdomen, wings, legs, camouflage, predator, prey, information, fact, heading, subheading, caption, label, diagram, glossary, index, contents, present tense, conjunction, expanded noun phrase. Nocturnal, diurnal, twilight, habitat, predator, prey, camouflage, adapt, survive, hunt, senses, mammal, owl, bat, hedgehog, fox, information, fact, heading, subheading, caption, label, glossary, present tense.

	Mathematics
	Money
Multiplication & Division 
Measure - Length and Height
Mass, Capacity and Temperature


	See White Rose Maths scheme of work.
	See White Rose Maths scheme of work.

	Computing
	2 Be Safe – Online bullying 
Spreadsheets – 6 Lessons 
2 Be Safe – Managing online behaviour 
Questions – 6 lessons 







      
	Before beginning this unit, children will understand that the internet can be used safely with the help of trusted adults. They will know how to keep personal information private, recognise kind and unkind behaviour, and understand the importance of telling a trusted adult if something online makes them feel worried or unsafe.
Before beginning this unit, children will have used computers and tablets to create and edit simple digital work. They will understand that technology can be used to organise information and will have experience of entering text and numbers using a keyboard and selecting simple tools within a program.
Before beginning this unit, children will know that their actions online should be kind, respectful and responsible. They will understand that information shared online can affect themselves and others and will know to ask a trusted adult for help if they are unsure about something they see or do online.
Before beginning this unit, children will have explored how technology can be used to find and organise information. They will understand that computers follow instructions and will have experience of answering and asking simple questions using digital devices, preparing them to create and use branching databases.

	BPM, composition, digitally, instrument, music, sound effect, sfx, sound track, tempo, volume 
Pictogram, data, collate
Digital trail, digital footprint, impact. Personal information, cyberbullying, online bullying.
Pictogram, data, collate, question, binary tree, avatar.

	Science




	Animals and their Habitats 
In this science unit, children will explore a variety of habitats and learn how plants and animals depend on one another to survive. They will identify the basic needs of living things, compare habitats from around the world and discover how animals are suited to the environments in which they live. Through practical investigations, including a woodlice investigation, children will develop their scientific enquiry skills by asking questions, making predictions, observing closely, recording results and drawing simple conclusions about the habitats and conditions that living things prefer.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have learned in Year 1 to identify and name a variety of common animals, including mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. They will understand that animals have different diets and can be carnivores, herbivores or omnivores, and that humans are animals. Children will also have observed seasonal changes throughout the year and explored how the weather and changing seasons affect plants and animals. These experiences will prepare them to investigate habitats and understand how living things depend on their environment to survive.
	Animal, human, mammal, bird, fish, amphibian, reptile, offspring, adult, baby, survival, habitat, food, water, air, shelter, exercise, nutrition, healthy, unhealthy, balanced diet, hygiene, germs, bacteria, illness, medicine, infection, growth, development, lifecycle, reproduce, senses, sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch, teeth, bones, muscles, heart, lungs, brain, body, energy, alive, diet, vitamins, health.

	History
	Changes in Toys
In this history unit, children will investigate how toys have changed over time and compare toys from the past with those they play with today. They will explore a range of historical toys using photographs, artefacts and first-hand experiences, identifying similarities and differences in the materials, design and technology used. Children will develop their chronological understanding by ordering toys from different time periods and will ask and answer questions about the past using historical evidence. Through discussion and practical activities, they will begin to understand how toys reflect changes in people's lives and the world around them.
Florence Nightingale
In this history unit, children will explore the life and achievements of Florence Nightingale and discover why she is remembered as a significant historical figure. They will learn about hospitals during the Crimean War, compare healthcare in the past with today, and investigate how Florence Nightingale's work improved the care of patients. Using stories, photographs, artefacts and historical sources, children will develop their chronological understanding, ask historical questions and recognise how one person's actions can bring about lasting change.





	Before beginning this unit, children will have developed an understanding of the past through their Year 1 history learning. They will know the difference between the past and the present, use simple chronological language such as before, after and long ago, and recognise that objects and people's lives change over time. Children will have explored historical artefacts, photographs and stories, and begun to ask and answer simple questions about how everyday life has changed.






Before beginning this unit, children will have developed an understanding of the past through their Year 1 history learning. They will know the difference between the past and the present, use simple chronological language such as before, after and long ago, and recognise that people's lives have changed over time. Children will have explored the lives of significant individuals, used photographs, artefacts and stories to learn about the past, and begun to ask and answer simple historical questions. This knowledge will prepare them to investigate the life and achievements of Florence Nightingale and understand why she is remembered today.
	Past, present, old, new, change, compare, same, different, toy, material, wood, metal, plastic, teddy bear, doll, spinning top, hoop, game, timeline, chronology, artefact, photograph, evidence, history, invention.
Florence Nightingale, nurse, hospital, patient, Crimean War, soldier, lamp, care, hygiene, cleanliness, medicine, treatment, wounded, disease, past, present, timeline, chronology, significant, historical source, artefact, compare, improvement, change, legacy.

	Art
	Painting and mixed media – a life in colour
This unit develops children's understanding of colour, texture and composition through a range of creative art activities. Pupils will learn how to mix and apply colours, create different textures using a variety of painting tools, and explore collage techniques by experimenting with a range of materials. They will also reflect on and evaluate their artistic choices to improve their work.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have explored a range of art materials and learnt about the primary colours and simple colour mixing techniques. They will have experimented with painting and printing using different tools, created simple patterns and textures, and begun to talk about their artwork using basic artistic vocabulary.
	Collage, detail, mixing, overlap, primary colour, secondary colour, surface, texture

	DT
	Moving Toy axels and wheels
In this design and technology unit, children will investigate a range of vehicles and explore how wheels and axles work to help them move. They will design their own vehicle, selecting suitable materials and considering how the different parts will be joined together. Children will then make their vehicle using a variety of materials, including cardboard, wheels, axles, tape and glue, before evaluating their finished product by reflecting on how well it met their design criteria and identifying possible improvements.

	Before beginning this unit, children will have explored simple construction and box modelling in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Year 1. They will have learnt how to build stable structures, join materials in different ways, and select appropriate resources for a purpose. Children will also have had opportunities to plan, make and talk about their creations, preparing them to design and construct a moving vehicle.
	Axle
Wheel
Hack saw
Chassis
Vehicle

	RE
	How do we know some people have a special connection to God?
In this religious education unit, children will explore stories from Christianity, Sikhism, Hinduism and Islam that explain why some people believe certain individuals are special. They will learn about the birth of Jesus, Guru Nanak, Krishna and Muhammad, as well as miracles associated with Jesus, and consider what these stories teach believers. Through discussion, comparison and reflection, children will explore similarities and differences between the stories and develop an understanding of how religious beliefs shape the lives of many people today.
What is a prophet?
In this religious education unit, children will learn about prophets and other important religious figures from Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. They will explore stories about Jesus, Muhammad and Guru Nanak, considering why they are important to believers and how people responded to their teachings. Through discussion, reflection and the interpretation of religious stories, children will develop an understanding of the role of prophets and special leaders in different faiths, while recognising and respecting a range of religious beliefs.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have explored what it means to belong to a variety of faith communities and learnt about places that are special to different religions. They will understand that people have different beliefs and traditions, recognise that places of worship are important to believers, and have begun to talk respectfully about similarities and differences between faiths.






Before beginning this unit, children will have explored what different people believe and learnt that religions have important stories, leaders and places of worship. They will understand that some people are considered special because of their beliefs and actions, recognise that religious stories help believers understand their faith, and have begun to compare similarities and differences between Christianity and other world religions.
	Avatar, chosen, deity, Guru, Old Testament, prophet.









Guru, messenger, prophet, Qur'an, value, wisdom.

	PSHE
	Dreams and Goals 
In this PSHE unit, children will reflect on their personal achievements and recognise the skills and qualities that help them to succeed. They will learn how perseverance can help them overcome challenges, identify their strengths as learners, and understand the importance of working cooperatively with others. Through group activities and discussion, children will explore how contributing to a shared goal can create positive feelings such as pride, helping them to develop confidence, resilience and a positive attitude towards learning.

Healthy me
In this PSHE unit, children will learn how to make healthy choices to look after their bodies and minds. They will explore the importance of a balanced diet, understand which foods provide energy and belong to different food groups, and discover how medicines can help people when used safely. Children will also recognise the difference between feeling relaxed and stressed, identify ways to support their own wellbeing, and develop an understanding of how healthy habits contribute to a happy, active lifestyle.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have reflected on their own successes and achievements and begun to understand how setting goals can help them improve. They will have learnt how to work cooperatively with a partner, celebrate their achievements and those of others, and tackle new challenges while recognising the feelings and obstacles they may experience along the way.






Before beginning this unit, children will have learnt the difference between healthy and unhealthy choices and explored ways to keep themselves clean, safe and healthy. They will understand that medicines and household products can be helpful when used correctly but may be harmful if used improperly. Children will also have learnt simple ways to look after their physical wellbeing and keep themselves safe in everyday situations.
	Aspirations
jobs
goals
Achieve
Motivation
Praise/ proud
Achievements
Resilient
Patience
difficulties
Healthy
Diet
Energy
Comfort
nutritious
medicines
Responsibly
Emergencies
Mental health


	PE
	Net and wall games
In this unit, children will develop the fundamental skills needed to play net and wall games. They will practise throwing, catching, tracking and striking a ball, while learning how to attack space, defend their area and score points fairly. Through partner and small-group games, children will apply the rules, work cooperatively and show respect, teamwork and good sportsmanship.
Fundamentals
In this unit, children will develop their fundamental movement skills, including balancing, running, changing direction, jumping, hopping and skipping. They will explore a range of equipment and activities to improve their agility, balance and coordination, while learning to observe their own progress and that of others. Children will work collaboratively, take turns, share ideas and build confidence in their physical abilities.

Dance
In this dance unit, children will develop their movement, coordination and creativity by exploring a range of dance styles and themes. They will learn to travel, jump, turn, balance and perform movements with increasing control and expression. Children will work individually, with a partner and in small groups to create, practise and perform simple dance sequences, responding to music and ideas. Throughout the unit, they will develop rhythm, timing and confidence while evaluating and improving their own performances and showing respect and encouragement towards others.

Invasion Games
In this invasion games unit, children will develop the fundamental skills needed to play simple team games. They will learn how to send, receive and control a ball using a variety of techniques, while improving their passing, dribbling and movement skills. Children will begin to understand simple attacking and defending tactics, learn how to find space and work effectively as part of a team. Throughout the unit, they will develop communication, cooperation, decision-making and respect for others while applying these skills in a range of fun and engaging games.
	
Before beginning this unit, children will have practised basic throwing, catching and rolling skills in Year 1. They will understand how to work with a partner, follow simple game rules and begin to control objects using their hands, preparing them to strike, field and work as part of a team.
	 communication, cooperation, collaboration, teamwork, respect, empathy, support, confidence, determination, perseverance, honesty, independence, self-regulation, safety, wellbeing, decision making, problem solving, reflection, tactics, feedback.

	Music
	Inventing a musical story
In this music unit, children will explore how music can bring people together, tell stories and express thoughts and feelings. They will listen to and perform a range of music, learning how elements such as tempo, dynamics and articulation can change the mood and meaning of a piece. Children will experiment with singing, playing instruments and creating music to communicate different emotions and ideas, while developing their confidence, creativity and appreciation of music.
Recognising different sounds
In this music unit, children will listen to a range of songs and musical pieces, learning to identify different instruments and recognise when voices and instruments perform together in harmony. They will develop their listening skills by exploring how different sounds combine to create music, while building their understanding of musical texture and the role of different instruments within an ensemble.
	Before beginning this unit, children will have explored improvisation in Year 1, creating their own musical ideas and experimenting with different sounds. They will have developed confidence in performing, listening and responding to music, preparing them to recognise instruments and understand how voices and instruments work together.






Before beginning this unit, children will have learned in Year 1 that listening is an important musical skill. They will have explored how we can listen with our ears, watch carefully with our eyes and even feel vibrations through our bodies, helping them to respond thoughtfully to different sounds and pieces of music.

	Steady, beat, rhythmic patterns, high and low pitches, expression, posture, tempo, notes, symbols, improvising, rhythms, 

	Enrichment 
	Museum of Childhood
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